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VLOUtilMJ IN THE MAVV.

Mr. MASON. TW senator from North Carolina, [Mr-
Badom,] u member of the Committee on Indian Af¬
fairs. prepared an amendment, which I offer in hia ab-
aeucr at bis request.lo strike out lines 110 ami 1U, as

tollows:
" Hfovultd, That Hukkiiix i« the navy be, ami iheaame

ii hereby, abulifbed from uud ufierlbe passagw ot (his not."

The subject waa somewhat discuased at a for
mer session of Congress, and a vary decided rota

taken in the Senate against abolishing that rule of ibe
service. Now, I wish lo say to the Senate that a vaal

number of memorials were sent lo the Naval Committee
from some of the eastern States on thia subject, and I
think some frotn ihe State |«riicularly represented by the
senator from New Hampshire, over the way.
Mr HALE, (in his seat.) A very few.
Mr. MASON. The committee took th« subject very

early iato consideration, and requested the Secretary of
tb* Navy to issue circulars and diffuse them as far as

practicable anion* the naval and commercial marine, for
tbe purpose of obtaining information upon this subject,
io Ibe hope that when a report ia made upon it the sound
Kblic mind of th/ country will be satisfied that it will

found utterly impolitic and ruinous to the service to
abolish flogging in the navy, and in hopes that the Naval
Committee will have it ih their power to furnish such a

re|»rt.such a work as was furnished upon a kindred
subject, the abolition of the >Sunday mail. The commit¬
tee will not be able, however, lo furnish any more proof
for the present; and until mat is done it will be highly
inexpedient to make thin regulation. I am informed by
Mval officers, coiroboiuted by testimony now in the pos¬
ition of tbe Naval Committee, and it is also corrobora¬
ted by the experience of all the uavies in the world, that
a would be utterly impracticable to have an efficient
navy without this mode of punishment. 1 hope, there-
tore, that the Senate will stiike out this provision.
Mr. HALE. This auhjtct, in various ways, has been

Wore tbe two houses ot Confess ever since 1 first had
the honor of a teats in either house.some seven years
«o. 1 hold in my band an executive document, (No. 51,)
of date February 9" 1849, in which the results of tbe system
lor three j ears are given to us, with the name of every man,
and the punishment lufficied; and the continued cry from
ihe Naval Committee, trom the time that this subject was

first broached to tbe present, lias been, we have not had
time enough to examine it. The naval bill has generally
been brought up at the clpse ot the session, and then the
committee say they have not had quite time enough. Well,
sir. in addition to these facts, which have been laid
upon cur tables and prin'c 1 for the last three years
making returns which are printed, I hold in my hand
* book which may be called "the chronicle of the cat-
o'-nine tails," published by your order; and with thia
evidence accumulaiiug upon >our tables every year, the
Naval Committee jet tell us that they have not had time
enough lo consider and digest a plan for its substitu¬
tion. Well, sir, this report qhowa this singular fact,
that tbe great argument that the advocates of the
est o';oine tails used upon this flwr, that if you
put a ship out at sea you must invest the com¬
mander with absolute power, or he could not be
able la command his ship.this argument haa been
based wholly upon the necessity arising from the
urgency of the case, ihat the ship ia at sea ; yet I find
[rom this report that the report of the receiving ahip
Pennsylvania, which has not been at sea, but haa been
lying at the wharves within protection, and where
iio such necessity prevails- that report ahows this aston-
ishing state of things: In l*4»3, by the returns ot the
ship Pennsylvania, tifty-tive men on shore.that ia, in
this receiving ship, where this necessity doea not exist
which exists at ka.were subject to this degrading and
brual punishment ol the cat-o'-uine-taila.hlty-five
men .a little more than one a week. Now, what w as the
ivk °l 'h*'discipline uj>on that crew for the year 184d I
Why,they improved so well under it, thai toe cap ain
louwlit necessary, in the year 1847, lo n.flici the oTt-'o-
mne-tails one hundred and hlty-one times, or three
iimes a week ! Mote requires more.fifty-five in one
iear, and one hundred and lifiy-oua in the next! Well,
*'i! .*! ,ml'r0Vtn>ent did the crew exhibit alter being
.objected to this discipline for two veara.once a week
lor the first year, and three tiraea a week for,tue next ?
"by, hi 1>4S 1 find that the captain deemed it neces-
.tiy to ii flicl ihe aame punishment two hundred and

Jirlf-Bine tirnee! Well, sir, that shows the effect ol

I !" ¦'*'pl,ne. It is aaid also that it ia only a few
«b king, cowardly rascals, that will uol do the woik, thai
I* toie floggitig. Now, look ihroitgu thai book,and you
.ui find all the names that are recorded in these -chron-
«», and you will hardly find one recorded twice. Let

r * ¦ few to abow how they go.

I .k lW 'he honorable senator lead from a list of names
I '®|'b tbe Kepoiter waa unable to obtain.]

You will find hardly a name that ia repeated ft would
«« ibst it was neceaaary lo go Ihiough tnecrew before

began the aeconu time. So that that remark as
5ibe "cowardly, skulking rascals" is not true, for tbe
word show a that it is not true. I thin* if there waa
it* ih* Senate would he amused to aee the crimes for
i"ch ibis crew were punished. 1 find one here for

'Uifti « considerable company, a considerable portion of
i»« crew, were punished, and I will tell you what it was

«r.'s""W!or .'ealing champagne. [Laugnter.1 They
.ere tltmged most outrageously for lhat It aeems at ii
n»t was tbe unpardonable sin lor which there was no
"rgi»sne«a here or hereafter. [Laughter 1 Well, air,
.fprehend that the fact will be lound that the necea-

ii) ior ibe continuance of this brutalizing sy stem re¬

sworn tbe fact that mere is too much champagne in
J «h"1 .*»>. fr ». the

>'ou w«" not need so much of ibe cat-o'-nine-
"¦ in tbe lorecaatle.

haa this thing been received by ihe House of
* Constantly by an overwhelming and

th? m!8. ma,0ti',y .far sf'er year have they liMenod
*»n p,,ll*hted humanity upon this sub-

e'hJu.l*' has this Senate lo si here as

me h«
«t-«'-nine.iaila. I do trust that the

»itmn ?»?J? 'T we are about to assume another

wkTn , ,row ""'selves as a aiumbling-
l» in *h.ei V ° a,^«ncts of the humanity ol tbe

*rlv lhs » .u ,VNe ''"ve b«» enaageil now

r aad lor thos»*ii*,!f>n of another charac-

uch io health.
' e" ''one so

IrnikZ uj of "con

.naent that ih^ T Lnited Stales will not

'the white citizens oMh^reuublie '^'li'T'i""'1 bi*ckt
tied to this brutah/in< punfahSfaL ITT"

etu pubhcan excuse for not aM.ahing ii 'wsll
ief v«rW,'''^ IOn« '""«*''-y.sr sfter y£r .nd y'ar'

0 the re|>roiich of the country in which we

i of
,he Christian.

M ,Vlr. V ol 'he United Stales inter-

'» I d . l" l1'r"*,.TiW,°n of this relic of barbarity

ihsn^sry,'hi"'."h,,Th|',C'''m> /'fgrneM,
ror I *m wot.. .

. c°m.nendsit to our

native Tas m
"erf' ,h,U j' ,h«

W »ord .nd ffi of ,he h,IU.T eV'rV"hfr w'c"on

l» snd save t ,,T' ? , ""J1 *.** 'his. or to loaa

Nierethai weVh.mi not hwl"a'* * moment; for
11 °l our consul r

° IT,"re-*M,ly more, for the ben-
''or our national .rh',rvl«!ae ,hl of our C(,unt'y,
"".SO Which IS nnJ a" 1,*l",!"llon» hy enacting tue

.") bill wh, h w^i'l 'T'' .
,,rM,ken ">»n

Huti in ii lH,l0,,'c'1 W l!"* lule "f ,h«

bjeci at present
,K>I occupy atiy rttore t me upon tbe

l''« question is taken,! de-
r,£rfM fnr ih

<<r *ai!or« bate |K*ii(ioned
X,!t L * V r*l,f>lir,f thia law

'
whether

leonl* nn I '*w",hiding and proper-deporl-
SKJ2ST^,K",<« 'hm kill ol

fsthsr Hi' ',e,h*f 'he mo[al iH.rtion of oursesm.n

a-ff ar* n,jl ,n I*"" of Hk"
i-tha«i^r;^co"i,B,,fd',"d ,ho** re"n wh°

i»biili?h Jk' ^ y T5*edi,"0 . discharge of it I

lot*il,Ka *
,
T'f'nit. low, and disorderlj

>i«h tunlT Un w,i'ln* 10 J'^h^rae his duty ; and if yo»
.lort i« k' .""'jnemenl. it wtll only be a pleasure am
lorn*,l(1 'here|>y you increaae the lahor to b<

'.n«ni .k" '"'J.0' we who conform to the requi
renrL-,*r*'y H"* "<."> New Hsmu
imZFwf °,lV pl"" h> wl,ich ,h« navy caa Ix
"" What punishment will you aubatitate for th

sailors od board ahip I Other corporeal punishments, or
death .'.for you have not abolished hanging, which is a
much more serious puniahment than flogging. A d if
hanging ia to be kept aa one of the pumahmenta, the
conM-quence will be that you will increaae the number
who will be punished by condign puniahment more than
you will diminish it.
Mr. President, the whole experience of our navy and

the desire of huudreds of ships lafor the continuation of
thia law ; and the impression of the aenator from New
Hampshire, founded upon what he auppoaes to be phi¬
lanthropy, ia wrong in tact. If you do not keen subor¬
dination in tlie navy, thoae who violate their duty will
reduce the character of thoae who necessarily associate
with them 1 shall vote in favor of atriking out this
amendment.

Mr. YULEE. 1 wish to say a very few words upon
this matter. I think it ia very proper that I should ex¬
plain the motion made by my colleague upon the com¬
mittee. The aenator from New Hampshire is mistaken
in his impreseion as to the history of this matter. There
have been spasmodic ebullition*, both of eloquence and
pesaioti, in the two houses, for several >ears past, upon
thia matter; but it never assumed a shape which called
for action until this session At the last session there was
an amendment sent here from the House similar to this ;
anil it was atricken out by the Senate, with the general
understanding that at thia session the Committee on Na¬
val Affaire would take up the subject, examine it, and re¬

port upou it. The subject has been referred in a formal
way, in a way to attract attention, at this session. A
great number of memorials from the New England States,
New York, and Pennsylvania.printed memorials which
had been circulated.fell into the hands of the committee.
As stated by the senator from Virginia, a member of the
committee, we took early measures lor obtaining such
information as would enable us to give to the Senate a
matured judgment upon the subject, and such intelli¬
gence as would, enable us to act upon this important
question of discipline with full regard lor the interests of
the service.
The history of this service, as the Senate isquite aware,

has prevented our digesting the mass of materials which
came into our hands in time for action now. All that
we propose is, that it shall be separated from this con¬
nexion, in which it does not belong, in order that at the
next session we may take up the subject upon its merits,
and may act upon it judiciously and finally.
There is a reason connected with the remarkable jux

taposition of the proviso as it stands in the bill which
will at once show the propriety of striking it out. It
reads in this way :
" For transportation of the United States mail between

New York and Liverpool, between New York aril New
Orleans, Havana mid Chagres, and between Panama
and tome point* in tiie Territory of Dregon. eight hundred
and severity-four thousand »IX hundred dollars: Provitittl,
That no payment Mia'l he ninde lor inid service, except in
proportion to iho mall servioo heretofore perlormed. or that
may be herealirr perlormed, and that the Secretary of the
Navy II hereby directed to make paym> i,I in »aid propor¬
tion only i Provided, I'hat fl 'Kiting in the navy be, and the
.nine is hereby, abolished Iroot and alter th« passage of
thia aci."
There is a private appropriation to carry out a contract,

and before the appropriation can be made the Secretary
of the Navy must wait until the year is out to know
whether a man has been Hogged in the navy; and if there
has been, he can pay out no pait of this money.
But 1 wish to say a very few words with regard to the

merits of this matter. There seems to be a great misap¬
prehension upon tbe subject. Theie is no regulation
now existing which authorizes flogging in the navy. It
is not a punishment which rest* upon a law of Congress
to give it authority in the Navy Department. It is a part
of the discipline on board ship. It rests upon the au¬
thority of the com oanders, which npera>es as well on
board the commercial marine as in the navy. It ia un¬
limited in respect to the commercial marine, but has been
limited .vitn great care by the regulations heretofore
adopted by Congress, and other regulation* itwued by the
department upon i's own authority. It is limited to a de
gree to which the aaine practice in our merchant service
io not limited; because there it is limited only by the dis¬
cretion of the courts, and here it ia limited by express
enactments to protect tbe seamen from the ahuse of a

practice which the immemorial law ol every commercial
country haa introduced on board the ships at tea. The
law rests thia punishment upon the same ground upon
which it reats that punishment aa inflicted by the parent
u|K)n his child, by the teacher upon his pupil, and by
the master upon his apprentice. It rests it upou necessity.
upon the necessary subordination and discipline which
involve the lives and safety of all on t>oard, and all the
property intrusted to their care.
Now, sir, inasmuch as the practice of the navy con¬

nects itself indisputably with tbe commercial practice,
and inasmuch as it will be necessary to legislate in ref
erence to that at the same time, tbe jurisdiction of Con¬
gress covering the commercial marine aa well as tbe na¬

val marine, I addressed circulars to the representatives of
the commercial intereats of the country, and to tbe organs
of that interest in the commercial association* of the
country. The icsult has been that they unanimously, in
all tne ports in which there has been any foreign com¬

merce, condemn the altempt to change the practice as

now obseived on board abip, and as sustained by the
courts, as fraught with the greatest danger to the com-
mercial interests of tbe country. If we go into a port of
New England, from which a vast number of these memo¬

rials have come, we shall tind that the}' have been sent
by peisons who know nothing of the effect of the reform
of which the) speak. 1 sought Irotn the senator from
Ma*<achu«rti*. who sits on the other side the furthest
from me, [Mr. Davis,] the intelligence of the opinions of
the great body of the commercial clauses there with re¬

gard to the abolition of corporeal iiunishment in tbe navy
and in tbe commercial marine. In reply, be gave to me
the name of the " Boston Marine Society." which is com
poeeJ of old shipmasters, who have become disconnected
with the service at sea, and who represent the commer
cial and admiralty interests of the navigating marine oT
that section of the country. Here is the r<ply Iwro'etol
them, because the senator from Massachusetts informed
me that 1 could set the beat and most reliable information
fiom them, ts they were the most experienced upon the
subject. They bsvs all risen from the condition of tars;
for it is well known that captains all rise from tbe condi¬
tion and pass through tbe discipline of tars. They do not
enter by the cabin windows, but by the port holes. This
gentleman, who represents tbat society, writes me to this
effect:
"I have brought your oommunication to th" notice and

con-iderstion ol the boir 1 or truitses, who coucu r in the
l»eliel that the interests of navigation S'id co-am*roe wo ild
h« placed In m> tinul p»iil if corporeal puni'lunsnt were

t > be legally forbidden," iVc
Mi. HALE Who is that signed by I
Mr. YULEE By «. Richard Soule, president ol the

Boston Marine Society, and chairman of the Board ol
Trustees." I have also information from chambers of
commerce and from a variety of souicea. We have taken
imins to procure information from the best sources.the
opinions of seamen in the navy.and the result to which
oar information brings us is that the intelligent, and faith¬
ful, and honest portion of the seamen in the navy are op
posed to the abolition of corporeal punishment, as t

means by which the skulkers would be able to throw
upon the good men all the labors of the voyage, and all
the fatigue, hazard, gnd exposure. It is probable that
the committee will ne able.indeed I know '. 'he in¬

tention of the committet.to recommend further restric¬
tions and certain modifications. We have obtained tn«

formation of the practice aa it exists in all the nav

tbe world, and we shall be able to throw before the
Senate and the country an amount of information which
will be eminently useful. There is very little time now

to fiaire: and we ask, for the sake of the im|iortaiit
branch of tbe service which may be very; much jeoparded
and injured by injudicious and hasty legislation, thati this

proviso may ne atricken out, which may very well be

done, if upon no other ground, upon this, that it is con¬

nected with an appropriation to which it does not belong,
and which it would defeat, if permitted to remain as it
stands now.
Mr. HAMLIN. Mr.President.7
Mr. HUNTER. Will the senator permit me to say

that we iball probably have to act upon the appropria¬
tion (Sill 'during the tune lelt between tuis and M oVIock
to-night? I desire to vote upon the amendment by stri¬
king out the proviso.

Mr. HAMLIN That is the very thing I wi«h to pre¬
vent. 1 will detain tbe Senate hut a moment. I have
taken a great deal of paini to investigate this nuttef; and
if it were not st the eve of the aessiqn, I should ceriainly
inflict a speech upo,® tbe Senate, but I will not now. I
wish, however, to reply very briefly to what fell from
the honorable senator from Georgia, l.Vtr. Dawson.) and
also to what has been said ty the honorable aenator irom
Florida, [Mr Yvlee ] >ne honorable senator from
Ueorgia nmkes the inquiry, Who are lbs individuals in
the cpmmuhity who ifi in favor ol the abolition of the

I system of flogging in the navy ? I answer, for those whom
i I represent, tliey embrace sll chases; all cretda in re

ligion ; all parties In politics ; from tho«e who are least
¦ j up to those who are most intelligent of any men found in
> our community. They ask it. They look upon it, as I
I do,as being a reproach that any man should stand up, at

thiii age of the world, and demand corporeal punishment
at this day. Such ia the feeling of that community; and
U la a feeling in which 1 participate. I admit that I am
actuated by these feeling*.feelings which prevail in the
community in which I reside. Scourge an American citi¬
zen in this age of the world, aa if the bet* road to reach
nia heart were from the end of the cat-«>nine-tails! No,
air. In the section of the country where I reside we cer¬
tainly hare no belief in ita necessity, and have no ayinpa-
thyin its infliction.
There have been '. spasmodic efforts," says the sena-

lor liun Florida, to break off this system. Spasmodic,
indeed ; it was in the House, when, by a majority of
about 130,1 think, upon the yeas and nays, this provis¬
ion was incorporated in this bill.
Another objection is, that the proviso ia contingent

upon another thing. To that 1 have no answer. Cer¬
tainly it ia not contingent upon it; for the bill provides
that ihe thing shall be done, and not upon the contin¬
gency named in the preceding part of the section.noth¬
ing like it.

I am justified in raying tliat some of the oldest and
most vntiant officers who ever fought under the stars
.'ripe* have told us clearly and distinctly that this odious
relic of barbarism should be swept from our*law.Com¬
modore Stewart, than whom a more gallant and patriotic
man does not live in the Union.
Mr. YULEE, (in his neat.) We have a communica¬

tion from Commodore Stewart which is not so unquali¬
fied. .

1

Mr. HAMLIN. I do not wish to make it unquali¬
fied. 1 hen we .are told that this is not the proper place
for it; we must strike it out because this is not the
proper bill. You will never find (he proper bill or the
proper occasion The only way to reach that abuse is
to put the remedy in some bill where we shall have some
aid in carrying it through tojirevent the opposition which
there is against it. But I think the senator from Florida
is entirely wrong when he refers to other nations I have
not tne memorandum with me which I made upon a full
examination of this matter, but I am very confident that I
am right in saying that the French, years ago, have abol¬
ished the infliction ol corporeal punishment in their navy
I understood the senator to say that it was inflicted in all
other navies. No, sir: be it said to the honor of the
rrench neople, that they have stricken out the rules
which allowed it in their navy, and haTe incorporated
into their law a provision that a French citizen shall not
be Acourged.
Mr DAWSON. They once abolished flogging in the

r rench navy, but it has been restored since.
Mr HAMLIN, (continuing ) Then it has been very

recently. If it has been restored, I am not aware of it.
I have made very recent inquiry.within the last few
months.
Again: this ia the first amendment that ia to be adopt¬

ed. I voted against amendments the principles of which
1 favored, acting under the request of the Committee on
t mance. I have voted against them tor the purpose of
keeping this a clean bill, and letting it pass. I do hope
now that this will not be an exception to that general
rule.
Another thing: of all the people we have in our com¬

munity, the few to be found in favor of scourging Amer¬
ican citizens, are those who have been used to it* inflic¬
tion.who have been trained to it in the service. These
are the only ones to be fouud asking for it.ahip-men,
trained to it trom the day they first trol the deck.the
commodore of the fleet! It is strange, indeed, if he has
not learned to believe it is necessary to scourge a man to
make him to do right. Sir, treat your sailors like men.
Iteluse thein the opi>ortuni(ies of becoming intoxicated,
and you will do a-vay with a great deal of the necessity
for the cat-o'uine-taiis Treat them as men, and as men
they will behave. It is an assumed position upon the part
of all who desire to retain this odious system, that the
interests of the service demand it. L*t the other aide be
heard now. We My it is not neceasary. We say there
.re no demands, either from interest, justice, or propriety,
that require the infliction of this punishment. You have
had one aide of it lor a century almost; now let ua try
the other side, and see it the assumption is true. Let us
see if the sailors will not behave as well without the
stimulus of the lash.
Mr. PEARCE obtained the floor, but gave way to
Mr. YULEE 1 wish to state a fact which may be

iiselul perhapa in the argument; and it is the result 01 the
experiment in New Yoik. The legislature of New York
abolished punishment by stripes in the prisons of New
York. It waa previously a |>art of their prison discipline.
The leport of the au|«rintendeiit shows that the punish¬
ment substituted for it had been the occasion of producing
inaanity to an enormous extent, so that be was obliged to
recommend that atrinea be adopted again as a part ol the
prison discipline. He attributes eight cases of insanity
at Auburn to the punishments which were substituted
lor atripes. The same has been the result in other cases.
I refer to it for the purpose of ahowing that it iaa delicate
subject which we are handling. In the French navy,
what waa the substitute I It waa keelhauling. They
Uched a man by a rope to a yard-ami, and fastened a

rope to his feet, and thus they hauled him under the keel
of the vessel, and nrought him up upon the other side
Such were the cruel substitute* adopted for the stripes;
this and other euually horrible and inhuman punish¬
ments. It ia absolutely necessary that some such punish¬
ment should be adopted for Ibis reason : A ahip can only
carry to sea the necessary men for her use, and solitary
conhiiementdrawa the men from the aervice.the men who
are necessary for the safe navigation of the vessel.
Mr PEARCE I was abou^ to mention, among other

things, the lact, stated by tbe senator from Florida, of the
nature of the puniehments substituted in the French navy.
A few years ago they abolished stripes and substituted a

series ot punishments, of which keelhauling is one
There were many classes of lighter offences, in which
ropes were used.tv^ro dozen being the maximum. I am
opposed to a*Nilishing flogging in the navy until we have
a well-adjusted system ol punishments to take its place.
I doubt whether we can have any as effectual. I do not
know what punishments could be adopted which wot^ld
answer the purpose and be less severe. 1 hi* bill substi¬
tutes nothing We know that the officers of thh navy-
have not been in the habit of using any other punishment
than flogging. There are some sixteen cases which are
tried by conit martial, the puniahment of which is hang¬
ing, or such other pnmshment aa they may direct. That
other punishment is alwa>* flogging If you abolish
flogging, you will hang these sailors, because there will be
no discretion. There will be no other means of punish¬
ment. As to confinement in irons, a skulking iwilor
would infinitely prefer being in iron* to keeping watch on
deck. It would be a bounty .an indulgence to him, and a

penalty upon thoae who continued to do thair doty, by-
throwing upon them the burdena of tbe others.
This will be the effect brought about by your false phi¬

lanthropy and sickly sentimentality. Why, sir, these
men are not habiea. This punishment is not an offensive
one and torture to them as an unusual one woul<{ he,
I have heard af an officer who pronounced tbe sentence
uoon a sailor that he should be dressed up in a woman's
clothes, with a bonnet on his head. He remonstrated
with the captain until he found that the captain insisted
upon it, and then the man walked overboard and
drowned himself. I have in my possession a memorial
from forty five of the crew of the United States steamer
Union, prgying the department that corporeal punishment
might be continued in the navy for the very reason that
tf abolished the good men would have t* do tbeir own
work and the work of the others also.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I have a very few words

to say, | think the senator from Florida has pointed out
vary justly the extraordinary connexion in which we find
thia provision. It is attached as a condition to a contract
to carry the mails, with which it can have no possible
connexion. 1 think it would have the effect which the
aenator has stated. It should be brought forward as a

substantive proposition) and then there shoold be a con
dition attached to that subs'antive pro|iosition. I have
no doubt, and I have some lime since come to the conclu¬
sion, that a lee ling at the North required the abolition of
flogging in tha navy, ami that sooner or later we must
arrive at that result. It ia not a movement in the navy
Thp officara of the navy, and Ihe seamen themselves, Jo
not generate thia movement; but there is a feeling which
prompta it. Those who are interested in resisting it are

the seamen afloat. They have no power to resist it, and
the consequence is, that I. have no doubt it will be car¬
ried. But when wa abolish flogging in ;h« navy, it ia
neceasary to look for some sub<titute lor it. It ia Hot to
be fouud in other punishment* now used. Prompt and
implicit obfdienc» is required from the sailor, and the
safety Of thi cr»w depend* upon it. You msy substitute
puniatwenta enough which will be found efficient in U>«
army. You must have some other. Nona tnat I know
of can b* of aay avail. You muat then take th« other
extreme You must gn to the system of rewards In
reflecting qpon this subject, I have herone satisfied thst
sooner or later we must meet if I believe that the man
n«r by which it can be done is to increase the iay of Ihe
sailor ot tbe navy of the United Stales to something ma

leriplly over tha pay he eouid get upon any marine ves

eel, so aa to make it a punishment, and a severe punish¬
ment, to dismiss him fro n the navy, a dishonorable dis
charge preventing l.im from being re-employed. Now,
sir, when gentlemen will bring forward a aubstantive
proposition, with some suitable provision annexed to it

i condition, Mich u I hate elated. then, I shall be wiT

is;?

,h?t he ie unable to endure the P.5*1.*
.ml he reaiata it with that manly p»W«which th^¦»««from Maryland H»kaoT He has n<Jne <

m thethoae gentlemen on ahore who think tnalhr
j#regular manner ta a disgrace. Hot the leei b£"prevail. We are to have a cry tha ^ourgmK an

*
, i only a»k that it be carried out dwcreetly
Mr cvwaRD I do not Hm to enter into thta dehala

man of the Committee on NavalAHairs derived irom«kl> i. .unnoaed to have been the result of the policy

!swsws$rSHS'i
SffiSwfeaEEfSSg
S7b. .ro."s h..

wm the judgment of that officer that it >. expedient to re-

ssssisytas »»Ksrsyss. 'f'rsSiSf'i J««>

ing. ttiey had not. in the Brat instance, arnvcu

W MCrh KUTI$R I wish to make a remark upon this

KTconfroMhe more hardy policy

iSuTdKS" "i»£.X*w..'U.M »th.ir
. S.,»« 3«i.. i" i«vo,
m,.., i. -if- » .nv »'h« ^'n5' h« ££.;rLi:,ssj&'1&£&?£«.* 5:::
IZ .b. ^^JSSiT'JtStu!'hi.
offensive "otiona aa.a aub«t»tute !^individual who had,ssaTWJr^i^irrtaf

I- I

B:59ftAm*-*.-»«"«»-
d°Mf VULEE. I think ii |trop«r to .'»'«. "J""ooMion ol Net, whi«h !.°, I'. fbit "?.«>.. .1. «**,.%$ Z'L1%.t£r«.is mi-tiken, that "»e u

(he three alternafinemfnt| >nd th« um ,l'. solitary confinementUvea. The wardea reportt that »ht^ com.
# ^and cold water by mean. ofthe ahower^ ^ ,ndij

-sfjirsrs;

Davit ot MiHt»"ippi, 1>»WS"' Motion Penrce, Pratt,S^man'ce, Turnnjr, Wale., and

VNAY3-M .u. Ba'dwin. Benton. Bri«l... <Cm., Cha».
Clark*. ^v',of HHsle. |ISSh'a *££ No,rr &vr.,d. *«..*, 8.uraeo.. Under-
wood Walker, Wbtieomb. and Wintlirop.St
The Secretary not having heard tb« «.** ol Mr

G«beme. the amendment *a» announced to have been

uMlSr.ffyb.W frequently bnOii fuel hat^W

^^ISSSrSSi1^%-S!without fettin* tSTwon-t article « *. ^tke^ and very
often ..higher

of Zs^y ShouldK,;^,c'r..ch~ ssh~~i"ffisiirtf? sSd«'- '".*u . """^"i1'nrivileae.that a senator vrte<l upon the 9ue*"9J) *
i

was jul announced, but his name WM not P^dtg*^na.
vole was actually given.

.Mssrr»j?i3».«««- -?.«»;l,iM.°nSjiENR The aenator from New Hampshire,
i. SLh?1* 22; bJ^y name. 1 oppose, was
bv he Secretary. I may hare answered upon the aeconil
call My name waa beard by the Reporter 1js-rftesa
irn .faxrsr^ <- "«"!U1MrdHAlX I should l.ke to have that queat.on de-

CidMr'. ATCHISON. So should I. I '^"VhmueV"'warian'able interlerence with another matt . b" ®
Ur MAl.K And I think it is an unWWW'ahle inter-fer'nnce with another man's bttsin««a for the * 01 B'° (

think it n every man's bnsmeas to see tnat "w j»

""dill TITRNKY I a«k Mr. I'reaidant. if this is not allSolSfw^e we U Pr
about the laal for the navy, in another part ol tne

\larrws-.^sssi. > - **-
'^WY%«r-|. was upon that point "' °rJ[r^| waa about to MMk ll thia vole '. .L^. ni otSerssSvswS -tih" ar*jU-i«.«- «¦«
"n
Mr 'HUNrKR" 'willtli'. "». .Warn «,hat the question will naceaeanly ariae ®IHJ" 1 **

lit atands, when tha hill Is repo.ted to the Senate ? The
veas an I na\ s can be called then.
Mi HALE That will not dn

. jnM, DAY ION resume,!. \ will merely
no not know how it may be with the senator Jh,~JNand-bnt in the same situation I should want my
name to stand i.«ht upon ihe record, and n«rt m .t.nf
one way in committee and the other in the

. jM, fl»LK.(i»l""~» > "" """
"
Mr DAVTON But Hi. th. n«ht ol .«JJthe Senate lo hate tha Journal correct. Ana ww

only .matter of right on the part of J***"*'*'.Rhode Island, but it is the business of *11 ot us to see
that the votes are properly recorded.

Mr. ORKENE. Mr. President .
.The PRESIDENT. It is unnecessary to argue the

question. The proposition is madelqcorrtUhs recora^so far as regards the rote of an individual. He aajs n*
voted upon the question, but his vote is not recorueu.
It is eertaiNly in the power of the Senate to order the cor¬
rection made, provided the senator voted when the call
was made. If the allegation was, that he would have voted
so, and the request was made to allow him to record bis
name, it could not be done after the announcement was
made. 1 understand the senator from Rhode Island to
say that he did vote when his name was called, and lhat
he wishes bis vote now to be recorded. The Chair does
not think it is too late to do so.
Mr. GREENE. It is a matter of some perewwl inter¬

est, and I beg leave to stale that I was not aware that my
name was not recorded, until I waa informed that such
was the lact by one ol the Rqxirlers who sits in
front of the Secretary. 1 did vote upon the swioiid call¬
ing of my name. I do not know that I should have taken
the trouble lo make the correction of it, relying upon the
opportunity I should have to vote when the bill shouldbefore us in the Senate. But 1 simply ilate tie fact, the
senator from New Hampthire having brought the matter
before the Senate, that I voted "no" It is possible, as
the name of " Uwin " sounds so much like my own, that
that may have been the cause of the error.
Mr. CLARKE. I ask that my callejwue may be per-milled to have his vote recorded. We all know the feel¬

ing that prevails in our seciion of the country. He voted
opposite to his own sentiments, under instructions; and
it ih important that his vole should he recorded. It will
liave an injurious operation if it is refused, besides the
falsification of the record which will result from it. Un¬
der these circumstances I hope the Senate, without any
objection upon any side of the chamber, will allow the
record to be corrected, not only for the sake of the purity
of the record, but for the sake of my friend and col-

''l^he PRESIDENT. The vote of the senator is not

"mV^BRIGHT. We have a rule that relates to errors of
this kind. Upon the reading of the journal in the morn
ing, the senator can rise in his place, and move to correct
it His vote does not change the result at all.

Mr. HALE. In answer to that suggestion. 1 will saythat it will be too late to-moirow morning, because the
vote of the senator from Rhode Island is conclusive uponthe question. If recorded, it will make 44 yeas and 44
nays, and the amendment will be rejected. By the mis¬
take of the Clerk in recording the votes, it now stands
that the Senate voted to adopt the amendment, when, in
fact, it voted no such thing.Mr ATCHISON. I wish to be understood. If the
senator from Rhode Island desires lo have his vote re¬
corded, 1 shall make no objection, and I presume other
senators will make none. But upon the application of
the senator from New Hampshire, or of any other sena¬
tor. it seems to me that the proposition should not be en¬
tertained. As he has expressed bis desire to have it re¬
corded, I presume there will be no objection.Mr. Chunk's name being again called bv the Secre¬
tary, he voted " no," remarking that he relied not only
upon his own impression of the fact of his havingvoted, but upon the fact that he was distinctly heard.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair decides that he baa a

right to have his vote recorded, inasmuch as he voted at

'^Alrl'pRATT. It is proper, it seems to me, that the
vote should be taken over again. Other senators are
now here ; and aa the recording of the vote varies the re¬
sult, as I learn it does, I ask that the yeas and naya will
be taken again.

.Mr. HALE. Lei the result be amiotineed
Mr. DAWSON. Before the Chair announces the de¬

cision, I wish to state what 1 understand to be the law in
a ease of this kind. Whenever a member votes in a par¬
liamentary body, and his vole is recorded wrongly.it can
be corrected at any time. If he responds when the yeasand nays are being called, and the officer recording them
does not hear him. and if. after the yeas and nays are
read over, he does not state the fact of his having voted.
he is not entitled to vole afterwards. The reading over o!
ihe yeas and na>s is for the purpose of ascertain* whether
the vole was rightly recorded, or recorded at all; and if
the senator allows that to take place without correction,
the Senate ha* no power over it.
The PRESIDENT. There is no question but tbat,

strictly speaking, after the decision is made, no senator
has a right, as a matter of right, to have his vole recorded.
It is only by the aaaent of the body that it can be done.
The Chair understood that to be the ordinary course.
But inasmuch as the senator declared in this case that he
had voted.and that the Secretary bad not recorded n,
the Chair supposed he would be allowed to vote As a
strict question of order, if the Senate refuse, the senator
cannot change the result after the decision is made
Mr MASON. I could not hear the remarks which

just tell from the Chair. Dpi under^.ndiheCha.rto
allow the vote to be recorded, understanding it to be the
sense of the Senate, and that it cannot be done unless
the consent of the Senate shall be given? , LThe PRESIDENT. Strictly speak in*, the Chair thinks.
and it is a new case, one which has uever before oc¬
curred to his knowledge-thai ihe -nator not ^ving hu.
vote recorded, aa the names are read over for the purpose
of giving any senator an opportunity to correct any error
which inay be committed by the Secretary, and any omis¬
sion when a name is omitted, it is not in order.slter he
decision has been announced according to the record fur-
nished by the Secretary, for any senator to have bis vote
recorded except by vole of ihe Senate. It is undeistood
by the Chair that assent is given.
Mr MASON. There is no member upon this floor to

whom I would more cheerfully e *tend **e%c°a.rt7>.evtry privilege than to the senator from Rhode Island.
Bui in this instance I must object to it, he«use , if the
vote as recorded is to be altered. I desire that the vote
shall be taken over again, that all inay vote again. Un¬
less that be done, I must object to this vote being re-
f°
Mi. GREENE. I am not aware, air, that I have asked

any personal courtesy of ihe Senate in ,eg»rd '» 'his
maiter. So much has been said with regard to t, that I
beg leave to repeat a little more fully tbe substance of
what I said before. I took no interest in the msUer,^cei>t that in converaation with the senator from New
HMiniMhire 1 snoke of having voted with him upon thisJS? MyWtenUon waslalled by the Hurler who
now sita in iunt of the Secretary to the fact that my
nnme was recorded upon his list as having voted no,
snd *hat it had not been called by the Secretary m read^inc over the jeas and nays. I took no furthir interest in
the tlTing! supposing that, a. the decision had been an
nounced by the Chair, it wan conclusive upon the sub¬
ject. The senator from New Hampshire,^ow^ver, made
he motion which was addte*se<l to the Chair uponi the
sebiect; and all I did in relation to it was simply to state"eTact as I understood tU. I knew that I intended to
vole " no." and my impression was very strong that
did vote .. no." and I think now that I so votod^Mr. HUNTKR. To put an end to this, I move a re-

C°Mr'°CNOERWOOD. I understand that the Chair has
decided tbat the gentleman ha« a right to vote.
Thr PRESIDENT. He has a right to have bis vote

recorded, with the aseent of the Senate. TTie Chair
staled that it was a novel case. After the decision t« an¬
nounced by the Chair, be thinks it is not in the power of
sny senator to have Ins vote recorded without the consent
of the body. The names are read over for the purpose
of correction before the decision is announced.
Mr CLARKE inquired if it required unanimouscon-

*
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I move thst the gentleman's

vote, as a matter ot right, he entered upon the
The PRESIDENT. The Chair cannot receive that mo¬

tion, as it is contrary to his decision. The senator can
appeal, if be wishes to test Ihe correctness ol that de

'"Mr UNDERWOOD I then appeal I torn ,h*
of the Cnair. I* it in order for me to proceed to make a

'The1 P^S|htTEf!T"llC«rtainly. IMr UNDERWOOD. Theu, Mr. President
_

Mr. YULEE I rise to a question »f
s bill ,«nding.w^h »s the snje ^ was .ding

il\nKRWOOO This U a pnvilegrd questionL-Jiu. hi.esn*e otherwise it could not be consideredB^?l"afte?'the bill is disp-jsel of, when it would be too? Now if the Chair would sntimit the motion which
ma le, M would decide the point at once.

The PRESIDEN f. The senator will perceive thst
the Chair connot entertain a proposition of that kind, be
caose it requires unanimous consent to recprd the »ote.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will remark that tiyter the
constitution we are required to keep a Joor"®'h"j £a«proceedings. Under the constitution e^ery meiiiber f

^a right tohavt his name recorded correctly. h J
toe journal is to state the truth, and to publish to the

to oum ivBacuint.
Tie r*~* jf no peraoa will be eaured apoa «' <

oflba luWcripdoa tw ai4i ta advance.
[Haunt .abecrtbera nay fcrward u« aioeey by 1«

mi which will be paid by ua, and all riak aaauned by oiuaafcree W »«.

The OOt'NTRY PAPKR u pawialiwi in wt.sly during Ibe eea

ntuaa of Congrc»», and atwi-w.-el.ly duriug iha reeeaa.

SubacriptiMW tt<f a period Iran Uiaa a year will ba received ".
teraia proportioned to Dia above aaaaal ralee.

aa-POHTMABTKHH are eatboiiaed lo aciaa oui areata ¦, amd, bf
aeudm, u. viva DAILY .briber., mi*V»».»a
8KMI WEEKLY aubacnbera, wiUi #»3«nclo«d !.»
utorrlfctr. wltli #10 iiicIom4, wUI be enilUH tt» one c®|»f m imm
.ante edition bi lliey Airuiili ut «ubncnwni t«f» gf^iU*

country a true Account and history of what it ^°®fJ)6'.®Now we are evading the truih. We art ool putlii* th«
yeaa and naya upon the journal aa they ww voted i>an
it be that there is no mode by which this error can ce
corrected, except by unanimous content i
The PRESIDENT. Will the senator yield a moment'

The Chair ha* been reminded that a motion wat made
prior to that of the senator (mm Kentucky, which '.l°®
motion of the senator from Virginia to recontider the
vote. ThHt ia the first question in order

Several Senators Let us reconsider the vote.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I ain willing to economise time. 1

consider it as a matter of right that our journal should be
truthful, and a momentary inattention on the part of a
senator, when the yeas and nays u e read over and his
name ia omitted, ought not to preclude that correct
statement upon the journal which the constitution re*

qUThe PRESIDENT. The Chuir will stale again that,
with every disposition on hi* part to have the journalcorrect, it i* made up froin what is furnished by the Sec¬
retary ; it is lead over, and no objection is naade lo
it* correctnei-H j the decision is announced ; other buainets
goes on; and, alter other business haa progressed, a sena¬
tor riaes, and says the journal is not correct. It it loo
late, therefore, lo amend an error of thia aort, without the
unanimous cons?iit of the Senate. Supposing there waa
no objection, the Chair had directed the correction to be
made; but objection being made, of course the record
stands as it was at first.

.Mr UNDERWOOD. It the question ia reconsidered,
I will make no further remarks.

..... ...Mr MASON. I do not understand that the senator
from Rhode Island has preferred a request to hare the
journal corrected. In that case I do not know how it can
be entertained.

.The question being taken on reconsidering the vote, it

WM^HUNTER called for the veaa and nays on the
amendment, and they were ordered.

. .,The question being again taken on the amendment, it
waa rejected.yeaa 24, nays 26.aa follo^fa:
YEAS.Me»»rs. Atclii«on, Badger. Bell, Berrien. Buder,

Davii of Mi»»l»»ippi, Dawson, Uayton, Down*, HoitMoij,
Hunter, Kin*. Manuum, M«nm, Morion, Fesice, PfUM»
Rusk, Sebastian, Sinlih, Spruance, Turney, Wales, and

^"nAYS.Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Bright, Cass. Cbase.
Clarice, Cooper, Davis of Miifsacliusetis, Dickinson, Dodge otw'lSnsi^&e ol low i, Kwlng,Felob. FiemorTt. Greene,
liwlii. Hale, Hamlin, Joi-es, Norrij, Seward. Sblelds,
Sturgeon, Underwood, Walker, and wioturop 38-

The question pending was the amendment of Mr.
Cooper, in relation to the article of fuel for the navy, aa

BlM?. HUNTER. 1 ask the senator from Pennsylvania
if the Secretary of the Navy does not now posaeas the
power to purchase such fuel as may be beat i

.Mr. COOPER. 1 am informed he does not. It is
done on proposals to the lowest bidders.
Mr HUNTER. 1 do not precisely understand the aen-

ator. Does lie mean to do what he propoees under the
contract system .'

,Mr. COOPER. No. sir. It is only with reference to
the particular article of fuel that I propose to abolish the
contract system. For example : they buy coal at Rich¬
mond, Cumberland, or Philadelphia, and becauaeabad
article, at three cents lower, wfnch they cannotuse.it
liven to tbem, the people do not understand it I am
told that at Pensacola there are hundredsi of tooli throwu
overboard. During the late war with Mexico they pur¬
chased coal at Philadelphia with the system then in prac-
lice, and the consequence was they could not uat it all,
and some ships were obliged to throw it overboard into

^Mr* HUNTER This same principle would apply to
the contract system in relation to all other articles where,
under ihe system, bad articles are sometimes bought.
The principle goes to the destruction of the whole con¬
tract #ystem, and I ho|»e it will not be adopted.
The amendment was rejected.

CALIFORNIA DRY DOCK.

Mr. BALDWIN. I move to strike out, in thtclaust
which authors the Secretary of the Navy to Mntraet
for the construction of a dry dock o.i the coast of Cali¬
fornia, the words "and directed." The clause
..For commencing the construction of a ilMlM (bydoek
on the coast of California, *ljW.000» and the Secretaryof the Navy is authorized n.d directed. &c. I lurUwc
propose to strike out the words naming the individaala
with whom the contract is to be made; ao that. If my
amendments are adopted, the clause will Andltn<
Secretary of the Navy m autboriaed to enter intoacon-
iract for the construction, with all reasonable despatch.
Sic.; omitting the words "and directed, and also the
iwines of the individuals with whom it is ProP°"*® ®
make the contract. As the bill now stand ». "P1dgovernment in Hie power of these individuals "o demand
whatever price they choose, since there is a positive di¬
rection to the Secretary of the Navy to make the con¬
tract with these individuals.

....The question wan taken on^the motion to strike out tbt
words-and directed;" and they r*/tr^"<7n, -rik.The question then being taken on the motion toi tmke
out the namea of the contractors, they were also etricktn

°UMr. BALDWIN. I now move fu^er tou"?*ndThebill by erasing the words "it shall be the duty of. The
clause now reads: "And it shall be the duty of_tht 8tc-
reiary of the Navy to_enter mto an»£r^rifTh^y w,ri keep the work.ln^^I Dronose to strikeout the words "it shall be tUtautV
nl." and to insert alter ihe wordjNary"'he wordt ..thaU
«lso be authorizeJi" so that the clause wiU read. wh«"
amended : "And the Secretary of the Navy shall also be
authorized to enter into an agreement, 6ic._Utnorizeu in euici .

.h---Then I propose to add at the end of tha seetion tnett
words: "On such terms and conditione aa he ahall detm
reasonable." This amendment is in that part of the *5"""
which authorizes the contractors to use the fordodt Jorother purposes Ah the section now staada, it diMia tka
Secretary of the Navy to enter into a contract wtth a view
of permitting them to use the dork

^ lie authorized lo enter into »" "*rfe,n^' Jgf,^parties on such terms and conditions as he shall aeem

"The*PRESIDENT. The amendments cannot be ta-
ken togetber The Chair will state ihe question on the

fif*Mr HUNTER. I understand the effect ol the amend¬
ment is only to make the Utter part of the section con-.
form to the other jOitions.Mr BALDWIN. That ts the effect of the amend-

""Mr" OW1N. I was not in the Senate, Mr. Presideni.
when the amendments offered by the senator from Con-
nectic'tt were ma«!e, and I wish to move to raiderthem. 1 look ni'on them as the destruction ofthe bill
The PRESIDENT. It is not in order now. Thtten

ator can attain hit object when the bill is report to the

^"swATon I think it is the duty "''Je senators
from California lo he present when amen<

'"^.he*PRESIDENT. That islh''ri wouUMr HAMLIN. If .« wtrt at all
vote lorthe wb?it before If weIhe case stands now pre y

^ do # thing,direct ths S*retary of th' J, (lo it j,uta(, clearly asthat direction^ "fj^^To so and or in a panic-it >ou were to dm c
> |(honZ(. him ,0 do the thing, andularmanner further direction seems to,hat

toy that was drawing the picture

niseil, wrote iindef it "tin* is a nor«e.
Mr (JvVlN 1 have another objection to the amend-Jifta I-'" nov left di«rrotionary w.h the

Ihe Nav> to make the contract, n id we kno v tlial b
p*pressed an opinion again*! the measure

MltfW.,hMr. CASS. I do not think it is left o.ailim The part that has been stricken out Tohe contract should be made with paiticu meJ^1|re Theitrike out that part dots not dtleat t ie
d not dt.¦ontrart is still required to be mfk. |m# e|nij,. Welignate the parlies with whom t execution ofhold the detMHme.it still ir,(Kie There it doIhe law rhat is the

, mell; there can bt nona.mponMbiliiy tmrni »»""
on lh> ratnd-JZsssr*w *ko'"

"'*nt 10 nameV'w ih whom the contract was to have been

4"he amendment was agreed to.

JAMES HERRING

Mr MANOUM offered Ihe following amendment.

bation of the Committee on Naval Atlairi.

Siwi">¦ »1*"'"^


